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SELECT BOARD MINUTES 
March 28, 2016 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 P.M. by Chairman Paul Keenan.  Other members 
present:  Andrew Smith and Claudette Sortino.  Also present:  Caledonia County Sheriff Dean 
Shatney, Cheryl Slayton, Richard Fraser, William Hetu, Richard Hodgson, Nelson Elder, Elizabeth 
Page, Christle Page, Max Fournier, Lauren Lamberton, Allie Dennis, Morgan Sulham, Emily-Mae 
Zierke, Natalie White, Marsha Nelson. 
 
Minutes of the March 14th meeting were read and approved as written on a motion from 
Claudette seconded by Andy that carried.  Public Comment:  Christle Page introduced some 
members of the Senior Class at Blue Mountain Union who are working on their Senior Project 
and were required to attend a Select Board meeting.   
 
Sheriff Shatney was present as requested by the Select Board.  The annual contract was 
discussed and signed.  Sheriff Shatney appreciates the comments from Ryegate as we are the 
people who know this town and he wants to know what we need. Claudette mentioned 
periodic patrolling and checking problem areas.  Shatney said if citizens call the Sheriff’s office 
he sometimes suggest they call the Select Board first.  Paul asked if he was aware of the town’s 
contract with the Vermont State Police.  He is, and the two entities try to complement each 
other as far as scheduling goes.  The Sheriff now has their own part time dispatcher for 
weekends and evenings.  Claudette asked about getting involved with drug work.  He explained 
about the Vermont Drug Task Force and said both he and the Vermont State Police call them at 
times.  Andy moved signing the annual contract.  Claudette seconded the motion and it carried. 
Paul signed as Chair and an original was given to Sheriff Shatney.  Paul has been happy to have 
some visits to recycling by the Sheriff’s department.  Andy values surprise visits.  It sounds like 
the department is making the dispatch dollars count.   
 
Treasurer’s Report:  The Select Board viewed bills and signed orders.  Claudette explained the 
bill paying review process to the High School Seniors.  Cheryl passed out Cash Flow with 
Changes and Balance Sheets.  The Board gave Cheryl permission to write a check for the Road 
Crew to attend a VMHA Equipment Show and Field Day in May.   
 
Road Report:  Nelson reported the new truck is ahead of schedule.  It’s all about timing.  Paul 
pointed out the benefit of the Equipment Fund in this case.  Nelson is applying for two Better 



Back Road Grants.  The applications will be mailed in this week.  One proposed project is on 
Cochran Drive and one is on North Bayley-Hazen by the Wetherbees.  The landowners are 
aware of the proposed projects.  Nelson discussed the computer project for the town garage.  It 
is under budget.  Andy will set up a meeting with District #7 Transportation to discuss the 
annual road plans and budget before April 15th.  He suggested Nelson line up a project to 
present at the meeting.  It may not get approval but we can hope.  Overload Permits were 
discussed and will be on the agenda again at the next meeting.  It may be necessary to send a 
cover letter stating the seriousness of using  prudence on the roads during mud season.  The 
Clerk will request the Treasurer bring the Road Crew time cards to the Select Board meetings 
for review.   
 
The Planning Board has received a letter from Donna Longmoore, resigning as Zoning 
Administrator.  The Select Board viewed the letter and asked the Clerk to write a letter to 
Donna, accepting the resignation with regret and thanking her for her service to the Town.   
 
A request was received from Rutland Town asking the Select Board to sign a resolution 
requesting the increase of input of Vermont municipalities regarding the siting of renewable 
energy projects in certificate of public good proceedings before the Public Service Board.  
Claudette moved to sign the resolution.  Paul seconded the motion and it carried.   
 
Andy met with Gary Mason and Terisa Thomas regarding the South Ryegate Wastewater 
System and reported on that meeting.  The Board authorized the payment of $40 to Prevent 
Child Abuse Vermont for 40 pinwheels to be distributed around town.   
 
Public Comment:  Richard Fraser was concerned about signs in town. 
 
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 8:05 P.M. on a motion from 
Claudette seconded by Andy that carried. 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------Marsha Nelson, Clerk 
 
 


